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. . . From the Director 

I n many ways, guns in America have become our idol to be 

worshipped. But why should guns have such a hold on our 

public imagination? Guns are everywhere in our society, roughly 300 

million firearms, and violence perpetrated by people with guns is 

epidemic. Yet we are told to remain silent about sensible gun 

regulation. Fueling our fears and paranoia, the gun manufacturers 

reduce any conversation about the role of guns and gun violence to a 

divisive shouting match about rights rather than a civil dialogue 

about responsibilities . We at ICPJ through our Voices initiative 

believe we can do better than this. We cannot afford to remain silent.  

We are available to help facilitate conversations within your 

congregation or civic group. Sign-up today or contact Bill 

(bill@icpj.org) for more information. Together we can find solutions 

to the problem of gun violence.  
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When ICPJ was founded in 1965, faith and community leaders came together 

across differences to respond to violence half a world away in Vietnam. 

Almost fifty years later, ICPJ continues to address these international concerns, and 

now we are taking a closer look at violence here in our own communities. As I write 

this, details are still emerging from the Isle Vista mass shooting. It joins the litany of 

other headline-grabbing shootings like Newtown, Aurora, the Overland Park Jewish 

Community Center, and too many others.  

Of course, not all gun deaths are mass shootings. Sometimes there is just one 

victim, like Treyvon Martin, Paul DeWolf, or Renisha McBride. And as Drs. Walden and Zweifler point out, there 

are twice as many gun suicides as homicides and a frightful number of fatal gun accidents. The death toll of gun 

murders, suicides, and accidents is staggering.  

Local folk singer Joe Reilly has a track on his Planting Gardens album with the refrain “The room in your 

heart is infinite/ there’s no limit to what can fit inside it/ and if love is what you give love is what you get/ it’s a 

balance between mind, body, and spirit.” I come back to that song when I read about these killings because it is a 

struggle for me to keep my heart open. Part of me wants to shut down, tune out, and not feel the pain of letting 

these deaths into my heart.  

But we are not called to numbness. We are not called to apathy. We are not called to complacency. We are 

called to open our hearts, open our minds, and open our mouths. Just as we came together 

fifty years ago to work for peace in Vietnam, the epidemic of gun violence calls us to come 

together now across our differences to make a difference.  

 

Faithful Conversations About Guns and Violence in America 

On average, 32 Americans are murdered with guns every day and 140 are treated for a 

gun assault in an emergency room. 

Photo: Moms Demand Action-MI 
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Gun Violence Is A Sickness: Public Health Solutions 

A bout 30,000 Americans are killed each year 

by firearms and an estimated 60,000 to 

90,000 are wounded, most of them young adults.  Of 

all injuries in the U.S. those due to guns are only 

exceeded in number by those due to motor vehicle 

accidents. The firearm homicide rate in the U.S. is 5 

times that found in comparable high-income 

countries. Gun injuries are costly, not only in lives and 

chronic disability, but monetarily. They are responsible 

for expensive care in emergency departments, 

operating rooms and rehabilitation units. Gun injuries 

are a major cause of uninsured hospitalizations. It has 

been estimated that 50% of the direct costs of hospital 

care for firearm injuries are borne by taxpayers. While 

incidents of mass murder with semiautomatic weapons 

in schools are the most horrifying, the vast majority of 

homicide due to guns occurs in inner cities with 

handguns and is closely linked to the drug trade and 

gangs.  

     Homicide is not the major cause of mortality due 

to guns. Suicide accounts for twice as many deaths per 

year as homicide. There is also an unacceptable 

number of fatal firearm accidents, mainly involving 

children. Fatality in attempted suicide with pills is 

unusual (5%) while it is almost always the result when 

a gun is used. Having a gun available gives suicidal 

people no second chance to reevaluate and choose to 

live. 

     This excess of deaths and injuries is associated with 

an excess of guns. Americans own 300 million guns 

and there is at least one gun in 45% of households in 

America. Gun trafficking is a lucrative business and 

guns are readily available on the streets of our cities. 

It is clear that gun violence is a frightening and 

embarrassing public health problem. It should be and 

can be addressed using the proven tool of public 

health practice— prevention. Short of outlawing 

possession of firearms, the following preventive 

actions should be undertaken:  

     Establishing so-called “common sense” policies 

such as:  

 criminal background checks for all sales and 

transfer of guns (along with strengthening of the 

National Instant Criminal Background Check 

System database).  

 straw purchasing of weapons should be reduced 

through regulation (e.g. mandatory waiting periods 

for gun purchase and limitations on number of 

guns allowed per purchase) and law (making straw 

purchasing a federal crime).  

 parents need to be advised/reminded about gun 

safety in the home.  

 guns need to be out of the reach of depressed 

persons.  

 subjects of domestic abuse need to be aware of 

heightened risk when the abuser has access to 

firearms.  

     Getting to the roots of gun violence will require: 

improvement/expansion of mental health services; 

reduction of school expulsions; expansion of 

community youth programs; and introduction of 

improvements in the criminal justice system 

(elimination of mandatory sentencing policies, 

improvement of in-prison rehabilitative programs, 

See Public Health page 5 

My humanity is bound up in yours, for we can only be human together. ~Desmond Tutu 

Photo: Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence 
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I n America, one out of three homes with 

children has a gun, many kept unlocked or 

loaded. Every year thousands of kids are killed and 

injured as a result. 

Parents ask all sorts of questions before their 

children visit other homes. The Asking Saves Kids

(ASK) Campaign encourages parents to add one more 

question to this conversation: “Is there an unlocked 

gun in your house?” It’s a simple question, but it has 

the power to save a child’s life. 

The ASK Campaign was created in collaboration 

with the American Academy of Pediatrics. Across the 

country, it has successfully inspired an estimated 19 

million households to ask if there are guns where their 

children play. 

June 21st is National ASK Day. Held annually on 

the first day of summer, a season when children spend 

more time in other homes, ASK Day reminds parents 

about the importance of ASKing if there is an 

unlocked gun where their children play. This ASK Day, 

pledge to ASK at www.askingsaveskids.org. You can 

also learn about more ways to get involved, and how 

you can spread the ASK message, both on ASK Day 

and year-round. 
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expansion of ex-offender programs) .  

     Full implementation of this ambitious preventive 

agenda will not happen without a well-informed and 

committed public. We need to get moving on it now. 

People need to be reminded that killing is proscribed in 

all the major religions. Gun violence is a sickness in our 

society. It can affect any one of us at any time. It must 

be brought under control. 
 

Andrew J Zweifler, M.D. and Jerry S Walden, M.D.  are 

the founders of Physicians for the Prevention of Gun Violence 

American children die by guns 11 times as often as children in other high-income 

countries. 

Asking Saves Kids:  

National Ask Day is June 21st  

Continued from page 4 

Public Health U.S. Physician Organizations who have made 

statements related to gun violence prevention. 

Association of Clinicians for the Underserved 

American Academy of Pediatrics 

American College of Physicians 

American Medical Association 

American Osteopathic Association 

American Psychiatric Association 

American Public Health Association 

Doctors For America 

National Physicians Alliance 

Society of General Internal Medicine 

Photo: www.askingsaveskids.org/ 



True nonviolence is an impossibility without the possession of unadulterated fearlessness. 

~Gandhi 
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L ike many Americans, I was horrified when I heard about the shooting in 

Newtown, Connecticut. As the mother of two young children, I had a 

strong, emotional reaction to that awful tragedy. As I began following and 

supporting the activities of gun violence prevention groups, I learned quite a 

bit about the state of gun-related legislation in Michigan. The more I learned, 

the more shocked I became. I began to take action: signing petitions and 

contacting my legislators. 

     But, I felt the urge to do more than just point, click and send emails. I 

wanted to put my voice, face and feet into the fight for gun sense. That’s why I 

responded with a “yes” when I got an email asking for volunteers to start 

activating members in Ann Arbor as part of the Michigan chapter of Moms 

Demand Action for Gun Sense in America.  

     Much like Mothers Against Drunk Driving was created to change laws regarding 

drunk driving, Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in America was created to build 

support for common-sense gun reforms. The nonpartisan grassroots movement of American mothers is 

demanding new and stronger solutions to lax gun laws and loopholes that jeopardize the safety of our children and 

families.  

     Founded in response to the Sandy Hook tragedy, Moms Demand Action quickly flourished into a leading force 

for gun violence prevention. In just one year, the organization has more than 150,000 members with a chapter in 

every state.  And now, we have an active group of members in Ann Arbor. 

     The initial response locally has been positive, which reinforces my belief that there are many like-minded 

people in the area. We had a strong turnout at our first event (co-sponsored by ICPJ):  a screening of Trigger: the 

Ripple Effect of Gun Violence and a panel discussion featuring experts speaking to gun violence prevention from the 

political, public health, law enforcement and faith perspectives.  

     Recently, Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in America joined forces with Mayors Against Illegal Guns, 

and the two groups formed an umbrella organization: Everytown for Gun Safety. One of Everytown’s initiatives is 

to get 1 million Gun Sense Voters (people who pledge to vote for candidates supporting common-sense gun-

related legislation) to the polls in November.   

     For too long, only one side of the gun debate has been doing all the talking. It’s past time for the reasonable 

(and often silent) majority to raise their voices in support of common sense gun reforms (such as background 

checks on all gun sales) and to address the issues of domestic violence, child access to guns, guns on campus, 

suicide and many of the ways that gun violence affects everyday Americans. If you agree, and would like to 

become part of the collective voice demanding positive change to reduce gun violence, please contact me at 

kristen.a2mi@gmail.com and join ICPJ’s Voices for the Prevention of Gun Violence initiative.  

 

Kristen Moore is the Ann Arbor Ambassador of the Michigan chapter of Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in 

America. For more information or to get involved visit www.momsdemandaction.org. Follow us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/MomsDemandAction or on Twitter @MomsDemand. 

Voices for  
Change 



G un violence affects young people every day.  The psychological and physical effects are immeasurable. 

Too often we have heard and witnessed tragedies as a result of gun violence. We have seen the 

unmistakable despair of loved ones, overwhelmed with grief, try to come to terms with their loss. Recent mass 

shootings have shown that children are not immune. Among those killed and injured are children. The shooter is 

an adolescent. It awakens our sensibility. They look like kids you would see on a school bus, kids you see in class, 

and kids that you are friends with. It’s too close to home. It spurs a reaction, and it starts with engaging young 

people. It is imperative that young people have access to educational tools to help deal with exposure to gun 

violence. Allowing for open dialogue to ask questions and share comments and concerns is an essential part of 

engaging young people in combatting gun violence in America. 

The current dialogue in our political system, about gun violence has been passionate and at times divisive. Gun 

rights advocates have a stranglehold on some members of congress, which has led to blocked efforts for 

introduction of sensible gun legislation. More than half of the American public supports universal background 

checks; yet, Congress has fallen short in addressing gun violence as a public health concern. Despite the daunting 

challenges facing proponents of gun violence prevention, there are numerous people finding ways to take action 

and get involved in efforts to reduce gun violence. Undeterred by the lack of action in Washington, young people 

around the country are leading talks in their communities, collecting signatures and pledges, and calling members 

of congress.  Additionally, there are groups and campaigns that are helping spread the message. Groups like 

Organizing for Action, Moms Demand Action, Interfaith Council for Peace and Justice, National Action 

Network, Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence, and Everytown for Gun Safety are all advocating for sensible 

gun legislation by focusing their efforts on mobilizing support around expanding background checks and closing 

loopholes to keep guns out of dangerous hands, making schools safer, and increasing access to mental health 

services.  

A wider movement is building, motivated by the frustrations of many, and at the forefront, are young people. 

What inspires young people to take action is the need to create safer communities. There is a sense of urgency and 

knowledge that the time for action is now. 

 

Negwa Korosso is an university student and an activist with Organizing for Action, a non-partisan, grassroots 

organization working for gun violence prevention, immigration reform, the mitigation of climate change, and 

affordable health care for all. Follow    OFA Washtenaw on Facebook  

www.facebook.com/OFAWashtenaw 
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Medical treatment, criminal justice proceedings, new security precautions, and reductions 

in quality of life are estimated to cost U.S. citizens $100 billion annually.  

Voices for Peace 



All violence is injustice. Responding to violence with violence is injustice, not only to the 

other person but also to oneself. ~Thicht Nhat Hanh 

 June 2014 Interfaith Council for Peace and Justice 8 

I t could be argued that every single one of the 

world’s religions and spiritual traditions is, at 

its core, a commentary on the qualities of love and 

hatred. How they arise in the heart in mind, how 

they interact and play out in our lives, and how we 

might, through a combination of our own efforts, 

our communities and families, and perhaps divine 

grace, learn to extinguish hatred and love ourselves 

and each other unconditionally and fully. In 

reflecting on the ways in which my own spiritual 

path, strongly influenced by Buddhism, The Society 

of Friends, Unitarian Universalism, and peace 

psychology, can help guide me toward a more 

compassionate life, one thing that strikes me is the 

interdependence of inner work and outer 

circumstances, of internal violence and structural 

violence. 

When it comes to the issue of gun violence 

specifically, I’m struck by how a weapon can create a 

psychological relationship between its possessor and 

the violence with which it inflicts. It can be tempting 

to make black-and-white claims, such as “Guns don’t 

kill people; people kill people” or “Guns are 

intrinsically evil.” But the truth seems more complex, 

as one considers how a mind that is already 

disturbed by qualities of anger, alienation, or fear is 

affected by holding a weapon that allows them to 

psychologically (and physically) distance themselves 

from the ensuing violence and its victims. 

The Buddha is said to have remarked, “It is a 

one’s own mind, not one’s enemy or foe, that lures 

one to evil ways.” Stated another way, Marshall 

Rosenberg, founder of Nonviolent Communication, 

writes that “At the root of much, if not all, 

violence…is a kind of thinking that attributes the 

cause of conflict to wrongness in one’s adversaries, 

and a corresponding inability to think of oneself or 

others in terms of vulnerability.” In this view, a physical 

weapon is just an extension of a violent mind, and the 

violent mind is, in turn, caused by ignorance. On the 

other hand, Gandhi once remarked that “poverty is the 

worst form of violence,” which reminds us that the 

mind itself can be made more violent through social 

injustice. But one thing seems clear: when one becomes 

spiritually alienated, it becomes easy to create a mental 

distancing between oneself and one’s neighbor, and 

that distancing is the crucial element. When this is done 

in a culture that already celebrates violence in many 

domains and distributes guns so liberally, should it be 

any surprise that we have so much gun violence? 

As I reflect on what my spiritual path has taught 

me, it seems to point to the critical importance of what 

the underlying needs and feelings driving violent gun 

episodes are as well as this fervor over gun enthusiasm/

protection. It points to the necessity to “disarm” myself 

psychologically and help dissolve the enemy images that 

I, and others in my life, hold onto, and to not see a 

mass shooting as something only a “nut” would do, but 

is simply a reflection of the violence that we all, to 

some extent, harbor in our hearts. But regarding my 

culture, which seems as violent and gun-thirsty as ever, 

Faith Responds to Gun Violence 

Photo: Bill Alt 
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Every day on average, 51 people kill themselves with a firearm, and 45 people are shot or 

killed in an accident with a gun.  

I just have to hold onto my faith. Faith that slowly, 

over time, a critical mass will see what the Buddha 

meant when he remarked that “Holding on to anger 

is like grasping a hot coal with the intent of throwing 

it at someone else; you are the one who gets 

burned.” 
 

—Joel Devonshire 

 

T he alarming and saddening murder rate in 

our country---not just in episodes that 

capture the nation’s attention every few months—

but in the daily lives of the many urban poor, is a 

complex issue.  It asks us to bring our strongest 

rational powers and greatest compassionate wisdom 

to the table to solve these worsening conditions for 

our people.  First, our ongoing wisdom and 

knowledge needs to continue to address the ongoing 

culprits of poverty, mental health awareness and 

accessibility, and the availability of assault rifles and 

automatic weapons (in Great Britain, where these 

weapons were eliminated decades ago, they have far 

fewer homicides per capita than we do in America).  

But spiritually, we need to deepen and renew our 

understanding of hospitality and community.   

     Hospitality is a highly-esteemed value in all three 

of the Abrahamic faiths, as well as many others.  

There was a time when we were all “strangers in a 

new land,” and the importance of maintaining open 

hearts toward the newcomer and those who are 

different is important work in living out our faiths.  

Societally, our need to balance our highly 

individualistic culture with the common human need 

to “belong” remains a high priority in eliminating 

violence in all forms.  Jesus’ commonly cited words 

of “love your neighbor as yourself,” need to be 

fleshed out in as many lived forms and narrative 

forms as possible.  Whether we are rolling our eyes 

at another Christian’s interpretation of scripture or 

simply devaluing another’s angry perspective that 

makes us uncomfortable, Jesus’ words call us to 

listen more deeply to the truth that God’s image lives 

in each one of us.  One of my favorite theologians is 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a German pastor who opposed 

Nazi-ism and was hanged a few days before his 

concentration camp was liberated.  He said, “Silence 

in the face of evil is itself evil:  God will not hold us 

guiltless.  Not to speak is to speak.  Not to act is to 

act.” 
 

—LeAnn Seto, seminarian at Methodist Theological   

School in Ohio; member of Chelsea FUMC 

Mi Shebeirach 
 

Mi Shebeirach avoteinu, M'kor hab'rachah 

 l'imoteinu. 

May the Source of  Strength, Who blessed 

 the ones before us, 

Help us find the courage, to make our lives a 

 blessing, 

And let us say - Amen. 

 

Mi Shebeirach imoteinu, M'kor hab'rachah 

 la'avoteinu. 

Bless those in need of  healing, with r'fuah 

 sh'leima. 

The renewal of  body, the renewal of  spirit. 

And let us say - Amen. 

 

(courtesy of Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism) 



Butchy’s head, and tried to pull the trigger.  

Granddaddy saw me and came sprinting off the porch, 

definitely saving Butchy’s life and simultaneously  

preserving my own from lifelong trauma. 

     In the fifth grade, the ghetto was abuzz with 

news that a woman named Hazel Wilson who was not 

my mother had been murdered by her husband.  

Daddy’s family was well-known for their violence, but 

the murderer’s family was considered upstanding.  As 

well, the unrelated Wilson families 

lived only two ghetto blocks apart. 

Imagine the confusion.  For several 

days, blacks and whites, friends and 

strangers, teammates and opponents, 

preachers and teachers, expressed 

their condolences.  The murdered 

Hazel Wilson left behind three small 

children.  I believe that tragedy 

marked the first time I ever prayed 

for another child. 

     The next year my good friend 

Johnny’s mother was murdered by 

her lover.  It is impossible to hear of 

the murder of a close friend’s 

mother and not think of one’s own. 

We had been taken in by my 

maternal grandparents, and Johnny 

was living with his paternal grandmother.  The back 

yards abutted each other.  Soon after his mom’s murder 

Johnny came over to play, and my mother said to him, 

“I’ll be a mother to you, Johnny.”  I was amazed, Mom 

did not have her own home, had given birth five times 

before age 23, was carrying another child, and chances 

were high she would be pregnant  more times (she was, 

twice more).  How could she make such a promise?  In 

view of the circumstances, how could she not? 

My children were never permitted to watch 

television or movies with gratuitous violence.  They 

also were forbidden play with guns of any type: no 

 June 2014 Interfaith Council for Peace and Justice 
10 

F or me, understanding guns and violence  

begins in the home and extends to every 

corner of modern life.  The subject includes what 

you both do and don’t do with and about guns.  My 

own experiences, not books, have given me clarity 

on the subject. 

At age three I shared a bedroom with my 

parents, 20 and 21 year-old, Hazel and Wilbur 

Wilson.  One night I no doubt climbed into my bed 

and Mom followed her custom, 

reading to me, kissing my cheek 

and allowing me to drift off 

assured that I was swept up on a 

cloud of love. In the middle of the 

night I awoke to see Mom 

pleading with Dad not to shoot 

her with the gun he was pointing 

at her head.  My screaming led to 

my permanent banishment to 

sleep on the living room couch. 

There I was further terrorized by 

the shadow cast by the three-

room shack’s only space heater 

and my imaginative mind.  

A few years later my maternal 

grandfather took me with him 

from Middletown, Ohio to attend 

“Old Home Week” in Georgia.  As a young man 

Granddaddy had been driven out of the state by 

threats from rednecks, and at the time of this trip, he 

was only in the third year of his forced retirement as 

a Mafia employee.  He was armed.  Along with us on 

the trip were Granddaddy’s sister and her two young 

children.  One languid, steamy afternoon my six year

-old cousin and I were playing in the car while 

Granddaddy and his father sat on the porch fighting 

mosquitoes and talking about this and that.  I opened 

the car’s glove compartment and found a gun.  I’d 

played with toy six-shooters almost from my first 

walking days.  I extracted the gun, pointed it at 
See Connecting page 12 

Gun Violence: Connecting the Dots 

While you are proclaiming peace with your lips, be careful to have it even more fully in 

your heart. ~Francis of Assisi 

Photo: Bill Alt 
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I ’ll be blunt. I don’t own a gun, and I detest 

their very existence. Guns are manufactured for 

a singular purpose: to shoot, and kill or injure, people 

or animals. They’re not good for anything else. They 

can’t be eaten or taken as nutritional supplements, and 

they aren’t very good substitutes for driving nails when 

no hammers are available . . .   

     I have to confess that my extreme position makes it 

hard for me even to listen to supporters of gun 

ownership who speak about their constitutional right 

to bear arms, or of their desire to be able to “protect 

themselves” in the face of threats to their person. I’ve 

heard no rational argument that has convinced me to 

accept their side of things, and from my experience 

with the “debate” over the issue, it’s obvious they feel 

the same way about my side. Clearly, we are at an 

impasse. 

     Americans wouldn’t harbor such divergent views if 

we were one homogenous mass. But we are a nation 

of widely different experiences, and gun violence 

doesn’t affect all of us in the same way. Our 

understanding of it is shaped by where we live, by our 

racial backgrounds, by our class status, and by family 

and social traditions.   

     This issue is not simply about our personal safety, 

or whether or not we should have the right to possess 

firearms. It’s an issue composed of a soup of inter-

related issues that not coincidentally are the same ones 

we find ourselves unable to talk about in general.  

     We are the victims of our own history as a nation 

built on the back of a massive contradiction between 

our ideals of democracy/freedom vs. the reality of 

slavery, genocide, and economic inequality. 

Throughout our history, In order to “resolve” that 

contradiction, we chose to distort the truth, and to lie 

about ourselves in the critical areas of race, class/

economics, and gender. 

     Americans can’t talk civilly about gun control 

because our minds and hearts are full of lies and 

11 

Opinion: What Kind Of 
Country Do We Want? 

distortions about those critical areas that influence our 

opinions on the issue. We can only argue past each 

other.  

     But there is another encompassing truth; 

something that causes fear on both sides of the 

debate: per capita, Americans own far more firearms 

More than one in five U.S. teenagers (ages 14 to 17) report having witnessed a shooting. 

See Country page 12 



had died at 44, and I had begun a scholarship in her 

name.  Tax law dictated I could determine parameters 

but not recipients.  The selection committee’s selection 

might have raised a flag for some but Wilson is the 8th 

most popular name in America.  I asked the would-be 

Facebook  friend if by chance her mother was also 

named Hazel Wilson.  She wrote back, “Yes, I was 3 

months old and on the bed when IT happened.  

Because of you I’m a graduate of Miami University.” 

Are we willing to accept our own responsibility for 

the gun frenzy or content to point our fingers at the 

NRA and weapons manufacturers?   Let your 

peacemaking actions empower even if you’re without 

children in the home.  Write letters to elected officials, 

join gun control demonstrations, and discuss 

nonviolent views with friends and acquaintances.  Right 

action moves, words posture. 

 

 

Dwight Wilson, author and devoted Quaker, serves on the Ann 

Arbor Human Rights commission and is a weekly volunteer with 

Motts Children’s Hospital. 

 

 

cowboy six shooters, b-b guns, water pistols, toy 

machine guns, militant video games.  In any culture 

from pre-industrial to post-industrial, if a parent 

encourages playtime activity, it’s for re-creational 

purposes: children’s play is preparation for adult 

behavior.  I had no desire to turn on the 6 o’clock 

news and see that one of my four sons had aimed a 

gun, pulled a trigger, and killed his wife, cousin, or 

neighbor.  As for video games, I didn’t want in the 

future to visit a VA hospital and listen to my son 

trying to explain that his post traumatic stress had 

been brought on by killing strangers from afar, a 

practice I’d begun by encouraging past times that 

played at killing.   

Here’s one of the fruits of non-violence practiced 

in my own home: in the summer of 1992, in a park, a 

pistol wielding man encountered my second son, one 

of his male cousins and their dates.  The gunman 

demanded their wallets.  I’d taught my son if 

confronted by gun carriers comply with their 

demands.  Immediately, he, the oldest, handed over 

his wallet.  His cousin followed suit, but my son’s 

date refused, took two steps, and had her head blown 

off.  What if macho had been the theme of my child 

rearing?   

Earlier, I mentioned praying for the children of 

the murdered Hazel Wilson.  In my worldview,  

prayer is desire expressed to the Holy One and a 

commitment to act in harmony with it. In 2012 I 

decided not to accept any Facebook “friend” who I 

did not know.  The first person to inadvertently 

challenge my new policy was a woman from my 

hometown.  I apologized for not accepting her 

request because I did not know her.   She wrote back, 

“Yes, you do.  When your mother died you gave me 

the first ‘Hazel Mack Wilson Scholarship’. ” Mom 
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Connecting 

Continued from page 10 

than any other nation on earth, and we are using them 

to kill each other at an alarming rate.  

     Whether we ban gun ownership or allow open 

access is only a side issue of the larger question we 

should be asking ourselves, i.e., What kind of country 

do we want to be? Will we remain one of the most 

heavily armed and deadliest nations on earth, or will we 

try to create a culture of peace that doesn’t foster 

people who are so quick to resort to the threat of 

murder as the solution to their problems.  

 

La’Ron Williams is a nationally known and award-winning 

storyteller and an active member of the Racial and Economic 

Justice Task Force. His stories often deal with building a culture of 

peace. 

Country 

Continued from page 11 
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Daily we should take account and ask: What have I done today to alleviate the anguish, to 

mitigate the evil, to prevent humiliation? ~Abraham Heschel 
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A gun in the home is 22 times more likely to be used to kill or injure in a domestic 

homicide, suicide, or unintentional shooting than to be used in self-defense.  

Take the Pledge! 

I t will take all of our voices to change public 

opinion about guns in America and to find 

sensible solutions to the epidemic of gun violence. 

The gun manufacturers and their lobbyists are never 

shy about speaking out. We, too, need to be as bold. 

Take our personal pledge to prevent gun 

violence and raise your voice for a safer and more 

peaceful country. 

You can sign the pledge online at 

www.icpj.net/2013/a-personal-pledge-to-prevent-

gun-violence/ or sign the attached pledge card and 

return it to ICPJ (1679 Broadway, Ann Arbor, MI 

48105) We will include you in our Voices initiative 

and keep you informed of actions and events. 

 

 

Signature:  

 

 

 

Print name:  

 

 

Email:  

 

Please keep me updated about actions and events. 

A ccording CDC reports, 86 people are 

killed each day because of gun violence 

(32 homicides, 51 suicides).  

Basing their rhetoric in fear, the gun lobby 

offers no solutions but simply promote more guns. 

The culture of fear reduces the conversation about 

guns and violence to a divisive argument about gun 

rights versus gun control that prevents us from 

finding sensible and peaceful solutions to the 

epidemic of gun violence.  Gun violence is a public 

health issue and we need a change in the 

conversation. 

To mark June as Gun and Societal Violence 

Awareness Month (the Washtenaw County Board of 

Commissioners made this designation last year), we 

want you to amplify the call for the end to gun 

violence.  Write letters to the editors.  If you have a 

blog, post about gun violence. Use facebook, 

twitter, and other social media to share your 

concern for gun violence prevention.  

ICPJ will be doing the same throughout the 

month of June and we want to promote your 

efforts. Let us know (info@icpj.net) what you are 

doing and together we can change the conversation. 

Change the Conversation 



G un rights advocates make many arguments 

in support of more guns and fewer 

regulations. Does their rhetoric stand up to scrutiny? 

How would you respond? 
 

Myth #1 Guns are a right to protect us from a 

tyrannical government 

Our freedom and democracy is not protected at 

the point of a gun but by our participation in the 

political process and civic life. No one in the 

government is proposing gun confiscation nor is 

there any feasible way to confiscate the estimated 300 

million firearms in this country. 
 

Myth #2 Guns don’t kill people– people kill 

people.  

People with guns kill people and the states that 

have the highest gun ownership and the least 

regulation see the most fatalities and injuries due to 

guns. Yes, there are other instruments of death but 

the primary purpose of a pressure cooker or hammer 

is not to maim  and kill. 
 

Myth #3 Violence is not due to guns but is due 

to a culture of violence perpetuated by the 

entertainment industry. 

Addressing media violence is important but other 

cultures with lower gun ownership also consume 

violent entertainment yet experience significantly less 

gun violence. For instance, the Japanese spend more 

per capita on violent video games than the U.S. but 

only experienced 11 homicides in 2008 due to gun 

violence. 
 

Myth #4 The only way to stop a bad guy with a 

gun is with a good guy with a gun. 

How do we know who is good and bad? In the 

end, most gun deaths and injuries are not caused by 
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Myths About Guns 
crime but are accidents and suicides. 

 

Myth #5 The 2nd Amendment guarantees an 

individual right to bear arms so gun regulations 

are unconstitutional. 

The  Supreme Court in the Heller vs DC decision 

did declare for the first time that the 2nd amendment 

does guarantee an individual right to gun ownership 

but Antonin Scalia, in the majority opinion, wrote that 

the right to bear arms is not absolute and can be 

limited. 

 

Bill Alt is the program coordinator of ICPJ’s Voices for the Prevention 

of Gun Violence initiative. 
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National Organizations Working for      

Gun Violence Prevention 

 

www.smartgunlaws.org 

 

 

 

         www.bradycampaign.org 

 

 

 

       www.everytown.org 

 

 

 

 

             www.momsdemandaction.org 

 

 

 

 

         www.csgv.org 

When embraced, the rod of violence breeds danger and fear. ~Buddha 



ICPJ News Briefs 
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The Latin American Task Force educates the community about human rights abuses in 

Latin America and advocates for justice for the peoples of our hemisphere. Recently, LATF has 

been following the ongoing crises in Honduras. Since the 2009 coup, Honduras has seen an 

increase in abuse and violence as the government cracks down on the opposition.  

One group of disposed in Honduras are the Garifuna, an Afro-Caribbean people expelled 

from Saint Vincent 215 years ago. Since their expulsion from the island of Saint Vincent 215 

years ago, the Garifuna have struggled against exclusion, racism, and dispossession of their land 

and territory. LATF is available to show Revolutionary Medicine: A Story of the First Garifuna Hospital 

and lead discussions about how to support the struggle for justice in Honduras. Contact Bill 

(bill@icpj.org) to learn more. 

Taking the Temperature – The ICPJ Climate Change and Earth Care Task Force wants 
to hear from you! We are exploring options for future project work and would like your 
input.  We're especially interested to know if you (or your group) might like to work on a project 
together in the upcoming months. This short survey (3 questions) will only take a few minutes to 
fill out online, but will give our group valuable feedback about what you’d like to see ICPJ 
focus on and how we could collaborate with other groups in our community.  
 www.surveymonkey.com/s/9GCK78M 

If you’d like a hard copy of the survey or would like to speak with someone in more detail 
please contact either the CCEC Task Force leader Jan Wright at janwrigh@umich.edu or ICPJ 
staff member Jane Pacheco at 734-663-1870 or jane@icpj.org  

2014 marks the 40th anniversary of ICPJ organizing the annual Washtenaw County CROP 

Hunger Walk. Walkers have raised more than one million dollars for relieving hunger and 

addressing its root causes. In addition to the October 12 walk, ICPJ is organizing a series of 

service and outreach events throughout the summer. 

On Thursday, June 19th,  Rudolf Steiner H.S., Ann Arbor at 7:00 pm, we are showing the 

film A Place at the Table. It tells the powerful stories of three Americans, who maintain their 

dignity even as they struggle just to eat and looks for solutions to the issue of hunger. Contact Bill 

(bill@icpj.org) for more information. 

 On May 6 voters in Ann Arbor, Ypsilanti, and Ypsilanti Township voted overwhelmingly to 

Expand Transit Service! This expansion will provide a lifeline for service sector workers who 

need to catch the bus home after a late shift; seniors and people with disabilities will be better 

able to maintain their independence; students will have more transportation options for 

extracurricular activities; and we will all benefit from reduced fossil fuel pollution.  

ICPJ members, as a crucial part of the MORE BUSES campaign, knocked on doors, 

emailed, phone banked, and tabled at farmers markets & congregations, to build the grassroots 

power for this victory. We came together across our differences to make a difference! 

Unfortunately, our current background check system only applies to about 60% of gun 

sales, leaving 40% (online sales, purchases at gun shows, etc.) without a background 

check. 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/9GCK78M
tel:734-663-1870
mailto:jane@icpj.org
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?InterfaithCouncilfor/850d6633ed/2e811a30f4/ff58158d8a
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?InterfaithCouncilfor/850d6633ed/2e811a30f4/ff58158d8a
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The day will come when, after 
harnessing the winds, the tides, 
and gravitation, we shall harness 
for God the energies of  love. 
And on that day for the second  
time in the history of  the world, 
man will have discovered fire. 
 

~Teilhard de Chardin 

NON PROFIT 

ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

ANN ARBOR, MI 

PERMIT # 674 

 

 
I support ICPJ! 
I am enclosing a check for ________ 
to support Interfaith Council for 
Peace and Justice. 

Name:________________________ 

 

Address:______________________ 
 
City ________ State: ___ Zip: ___ 
 
Phone:________________________ 
 
Email________________________ 
 

Make checks payable to "ICPJ" and mail to  
 

ICPJ, 1679 Broadway,  

Ann Arbor, MI 48105 

 donate online at www.icpj.net/donate 

About ICPJ 
 

The Interfaith Council for Peace and Justice strives to create a setting 
where people of diverse faiths and backgrounds can come together to  
explore issues of faith, peace, and justice; to respectfully address           
differences; and to find common ground for action to create a better 
world.  

Task forces and volunteers carry out this work, with support from 
staff and guidance from a steering committee. Currently the working    
program groups are: 

 
 · Hunger Task Force   · Climate Change & Earth Care
  
 · Latin America Task Force · Racial and Economic Justice  
 
 · Voices for the Prevention of Gun Violence 
 

Anyone who supports our mission is welcome to join our work. 
Membership dues are $25 ($10 student/low income) per voting member. 
Memberships must be paid one week prior to a membership meeting to 
be eligible to vote. 


