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By Jan Wright, Climate Change and Earth Care  

Dean Baker was describing The Trans-Pacific 

Partnership Free Trade Agreement (TPP), which he says 

“really is a deal that's being negotiated by corporations for 

corporations and any benefit it provides to the bulk of the 

population of this country will be purely incidental . . . And 

I think if there were more public knowledge of it, people 

would be very unhappy.”  We are fortunate to know as 

much as we do thanks to leaks that happened last summer. 

 TPP is being negotiated behind closed doors with 

mostly corporate input. Even members of 

Congress have limited access.  Congress is now 

allowed to see parts of the deal, but they cannot bring 

their staff in, and they basically are sworn to secrecy.  

“Last year, over 130 members of Congress asked the 

White House for more transparency about what's being 

negotiated, and were essentially told to go fly a kite.”  

Moyers and Company.  In mid-November, one key 

chapter was made public by WikiLeaks.  

 TPP contains provisions that threaten the poor, 

workers, health, financial regulation, natural resources, 

the environment and more.  Even our democratic 

processes are threatened-signatories would be required 

to make their laws and regulations conform to the 

agreement, and corporations could sue governments if 

government regulations were preventing them from 

making the profit they expected to make. 

 TPP is expected to be brought to Congress with a 

See No Fast Track page 5 

By Janelle Nystrom, Voices for the Prevention of Gun Violence 

To be honest, it was not easy to write this article about 

ICPJ's progress for Voices for the Prevention of Gun           

Violence. This is not because of a lack of effort or work on 

our part, rather, what makes writing about gun violence 

difficult is that despite the victories we've had in the past 

couple of months, not a day goes by without another 

death to gun violence in Michigan. Washtenaw County has 

seen a frightening increase in gun violence, including a 

shooting in early November on Ann Arbor's Main 

Street. Additionally, as the one year anniversary nears, 

we're reminded of the murder of 

twenty children and six adults in 

the Sandy Hook Elementary 

School shooting. Just as we    

resolve ourselves after one     

incident, we receive the bad news 

again. Sometimes working on this 

issue feels like trying to stop up 

all the leaks in a damaged bucket, 

not enough hands, and too many 

bullet holes. But we must       

continue to try.   

Gun violence is an issue that 
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No Fast Track:  
Stop the Pro-Corporation/Anti-

Everyone Else Deal 

“So it's not as though we've brought the environmental-

ists there to talk about what sort of an environmental 

regulation we want around fracking. You have the indus-

try groups, the oil and gas industry, they're sitting down 

there with their counterparts in the other countries, de-

ciding what sort of regulations you'll have on fracking.”  

Dean Baker on Moyers and Company.  

Lift Every Voice 

Photo: Bill Alt 



Interfaith Council for Peace and Justice  December 2013 2 

intersects with ICPJ's other social justice work, thus our 

commitment to reducing the violence is vital for the health 

and safety of our community. Our work strives to amplify 

the voices of all those affected-- of parents and children, 

survivors of domestic violence, people of color, medical   

professionals, impoverished communities, and others, but 

especially people of faith. We've been successful in many 

ways:  in September, our Gun Violence Sabbath brought 

together people of many different faith traditions to 

acknowledge our shared values of peace and sanctity of 

life. On the policy side, we've help pass numerous            

resolutions at the city and county level that call for a reform 

to Stand Your Ground laws. Though the causes of gun    

violence are endless, we know that addressing the laws and 

policies around gun violence are an effective way to reduce 

the deaths. 

     Take, for example, the Brady Handgun Violence Act, 

which has just celebrated its 10th anniversary in law. Since its 

signature by President Bill Clinton on November 30th, 1993, 

the Brady Act has required background checks on            

applications for firearm permits. An estimated 118 million 

applications were filed in the past 10 years, and at least two 

million of them were denied, thanks to the stringency of the 

Brady Act. Though two million may seem small in          

comparison with how many guns are out there, however, 

every gun sale stopped is a possible life saved. The Brady 

Center calculates that about 15% of background checks 

helped stop domestic violence offenders from purchasing a 

firearm.  Seventy percent prevented violent offenders and 

continued from page 1 

Voice 

I support ICPJ! 
I am enclosing a check for ________ to 

support Interfaith Council for Peace and 

Justice. 

Name: _________________________ 

Address:_________________________ 

City ________ State: ___ Zip: ____ 

Phone: _________________________ 

Email _________________________ 

Make checks payable to "ICPJ" and mail to  

ICPJ, 1679 Broadway, Ann Arbor, MI 

48105, or donate online at www.icpj.net/donate 

About ICPJ 
The Interfaith Council for Peace and Justice strives to create a setting where 

people of diverse faiths and backgrounds can come together to explore issues of 

faith, peace, and justice; to respectfully address differences; and to find common 

ground for action to create a better world.  

ICPJ engages our community through projects and initiatives that address a 

variety of social justice issues. Currently, our projects address: 

 · Hunger and poverty  · Climate Change & Earth Care  

 · Latin America    · Racial and Economic Justice  

 · Gun violence prevention 

 Anyone who supports our mission is welcome to join our work. Mem-

bership dues are $25 ($10 student/low income) per voting member. Member-

ships must be paid one week prior to a membership meeting to be eligible to 

vote.                                                                                                                                                                 

ICPJ is excited to 

welcome Scott        

Rosencrans as our new 

Development and    

Program Coordinator. 

Scott brings a lot of 

great experience to the 

position. He has strong 

development           

credentials, including 

running a Greenpeace canvass office, doing major donor 

solicitation for Friends of the Ann Arbor Skate Park, and 

working as a freelance grantwriter. He brings an excellent 

commitment to environmental issues, as well as dedication 

to violence reduction and hunger elimination.  

Scott will be responsible for coordinating our outreach 

to new and current members, fundraising and development, 

as well as serving the Climate Change and Earth Care Task 

Force. 

You can send your personal welcome for Scott at 

scott@icpj.org.   

See Voice page 7 

ICPJ Welcomes New Staff 

2014 Peace Calendar 

Art has the capacity to inspire, 

the power to motivate for   

social change. Get your 2014 

Peace Calendar and help     

support ICPJ in making a    

difference in the world.      

Contact info@icpj.net to order your calendar.  
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Hunger  

CROP Walkers Add Voice to Contributions 
By Susan Beckett, Temple Beth Emeth 

This year’s CROP Walk included citizen advocacy on 

subjects related to hunger and poverty – a letter to Senator 

Levin and petitions to our members of Congress. 

One hundred walkers signed a thank you letter to      

Senator Levin was by in support of a Jubilee USA campaign 

to ensure that multinational companies pay taxes in the 

countries in which they operate. 

The billions of dollars currently 

going to tax havens would be 

recovered by local governments 

where they could be used to 

fund critical services like basic 

health and education, and af-

ford indebted countries an   

opportunity to repay their 

debts.   

“We definitely did get that 

letter and I’m taking a look at 

it.” Said Levin staffer           

Tim Everett. 

Our letter thanked Senator 

Levin for introducing and being 

a champion of the Stop Tax 

Haven Abuse Act (S.1533).  

The bill is currently being 

worked on in the Financial Services Committee and now has 

four co-sponsors. Senator Stabenow is not yet one of them. 

The companion bill in the House, H.R.1554, has 55 spon-

sors and was referred to the Ways and Means and Financial   

Services committees. Call your Member of Congress or  

Senator  Levin to ask about it and indicate your interest in 

seeing it move forward. As of mid-November, the only 

Michigan Members of Congress co-sponsoring the bill were 

Dingell, Conyers and Peters. 

Petitions to local members of Congress in support of 

nutrition programs was our other advocacy action. We    

collected a total of 104 signatures to members of Congress - 

81 for Dingell, 19 for Walberg and 4 for Rogers. The text of 

the petition was: 

I am a constituent in your district concerned about preventable 

child under-nutrition. It is important to me that every child born in this 

world has the opportunity to develop to their full potential.  Research 

shows that good nutrition during the first thousand days of life leads to 

complete physical and cognitive development as well as a continuing 

ability to recover from illness.   

6.9 million children under the age of 5 still die every year of pre-

ventable and treatable causes. The underlying cause of death for 3.1 

million of those children is under-nutrition. Lack of quality nutrition 

accounts for 45 percent of all child 

deaths and causes irreversible physical 

and mental stunting in 165 million 

children each year.  

     Therefore, I support having foreign 

aid directed to nutrition programs for 

pregnant women and toddlers and ask 

you to scale up the relevant programs. 

House Resolution 254 calls on the 

U.S. to develop a comprehensive whole

-of-government strategy to ensure we 

are reaching children with the critical 

nutrients they need to survive and grow 

to their full potential. 

     I also support full funding of 

SNAP to afford those same benefits 

to all children in the U.S., and to 

allow the adults in their lives the time 

to nurture them, rather than obsess 

over acquiring their next meal. 

     Thank you to all the volunteers who circulated     

petitions and letters and to all the walkers and volunteers 

who took the time to sign them. 

Congressman Dingell’s Washington, D.C. aide who 

works on nutrition issues, Greg Sunstrum, emphasized how 

helpful it is to be able to demonstrate constituent support 

even on issues that Congressman Dingell supports himself, 

such as SNAP. Sunstrum related that he and Senator    

Stabenow’s staff have been in close contact about SNAP 

and Congressman Dingell has been speaking with Senator 

Stabenow about not permitting any further cuts to the 

SNAP program. He thinks there is a very good chance that a 

Farm Bill will be passed that contains no more than the $4 

billion in cuts to SNAP contained in the Senate version of  

the bill. Continued calls and emails to Senator Stabenow will 

help her stand firm.  

Our hosts highlight interfaith cooperation to address 

hunger in our community. 
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Racial and Economic Justice 

“Takin’ it to the Streets”: a Call for Better Mass Transit 
By Brother Thomas Frerrair, Ann Arbor Center of Light 

Okay, time for true confessions. When I was asked to 

participate in the transit initiative and write this piece my 

initial reaction was, “Really, this is an important issue?” I 

mean, in a world full of major sorrows and tragedies (and 

sadly we can all generate a rather lengthy list...), is this 

something that deserves my time and attention? Of course, 

because I value my connections and friendships with the 

ICPJ staff and value all that they do this was not spoken 

aloud! And even after agreeing to help in whatever way 

possible, I still was not really “on board” (yes, pun 

intended). You see, I was fortunate enough to be born and 

raised into a family which had no transportation problems – 

we always had cars and, besides school buses, I never rode 

the bus for actual transportation until adulthood when I 

flew to big cities for professional conferences and had to 

take public transportation. Even so, that was maybe 1-2 

times per year and the transit lines between airports and 

convention/city centers are very well-maintained; it is not 

the same as relying on public transit every day to get to 

work, get children to school or doctor appointments, buy 

groceries, go to the movies, or any of the other things most 

of us do easily and tend to take for granted. 

However, even this intellectual understanding did not 

generate the kind of compassion and charity that I feel is 

necessary to put some energy behind a cause. Instead, it has 

been my life experiences and deeper knowing that can 

connect me to the struggles and sorrows of others and 

motivate me to be helpful. So, as I contemplated and 

meditated on this issue, I was reminded of my own relevant 

personal experiences and listened in for God's wisdom. 

First, I was reminded of a 6 week period this last spring 

where my car was out of commission and I had to walk and 

take the bus everywhere. I discovered that the bus routes 

were not always optimal, that trying to coordinate between 

work and picking up my daughter was challenging, and 

that walking/riding in inclement weather is not exactly 

joyful! While only a brief episode (and it did not even 

happen during the winter!), it gave me a new perspective 

on how challenging it must be to have to rely fully on 

public transportation when routes and runs are limited, 

when weather is inclement, and so on. 

The other major experience, and the one that really 

generated an important empathic connection, was 

seemingly unrelated. I visit the elderly on weekends, and a 

common lament and struggle for those in these facilities is 

the lack of mobility – the feeling of being trapped. After a 

particularly heart-wrenching session with an elderly woman 

who was filled with fear and confusion, I asked God to 

show me more about this. I saw that feeling trapped is a 

common experience to which we can all relate – we don't 

have to be in a senior living facility. We can feel trapped in 

family crisis, in school, in a relationship, in a job, 

financially, in illness, and so on. It is this feeling, being 

trapped and seemingly having no control, that I invite you 

to connect with and re-experience. No, it probably won't 

be pleasant, but if we wish to have true empathy for others 

we must be willing to feel our/their sorrow.  

How is this relevant? It is likely this 'trapped' feeling 

that is being experienced by those with transportation 

struggles – feeling trapped in their neighborhood, limited 

by the bus schedules, forgotten by others, feeling 

marginalized and having no control over the situation. If 

we connect with how difficult these feelings are/were for 

us, then we can let our compassion blossom in the form of 

Photo: Ryan Stanton/annarbor.com 

“Takin' It To The Streets” 
 

'You don't know me but I'm your brother 

I was raised here in this living hell 

You don't know my kind in your world 

Fairly soon the time will tell'  

~ Michael McDonald 
 See Mass Transit page 7  
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Climate Change and Earth Care  

 find out what is in this still mostly-secret trade 

agreement and make it public, 

 vote against fast tracking (fast tracking means a yes or 

no vote with no chance to amend TPP) and then 

 work to change the many sections of the treaty that 

threaten our environment, as well as workers, health 

issues, our ability to regulate and 

more. 

     Given what we have recently 

learned about the fast track bill, 

we will be focusing on that  issue.  

You can be a part of this by 

calling or emailing your Senators 

and Representative now and 

telling them not to vote for fast 

track when it comes up (which 

could happen with very little 

warning).  We also plan to send a 

letter from ICPJ to our Senators 

and the  Representatives from 

this area expressing our concerns. 

     The European counterpart of 

TPP, the Trans-Atlantic Free 

Trade Agreement (TAFTA)* is 

also taking shape further back in 

the pipeline.  Also shrouded in secrecy and also filled with 

many of the same issues as TPP, we can affect this 

agreement as well if we  oppose new Fast Track legislation, 

which would enable both pacts to circumvent ordinary 

Congressional review, amendment and debate procedures. 

* Also known as the U.S.-EU Transatlantic Trade and 

Investment Partnership (TTIP) 

No Fast Track 

request from the Administration for “fast track" 

authority-an up or down vote, with no amendments 

and little discussion.  The strategy seems to be-pass fast 

track authority before the public really knows what is in 

the agreement, then get Congress to vote “Yes” on TPP.  

Fortunately, the negotiating 

process has been slowed down so 

that instead of coming to 

Congress in October, TPP will 

likely not arrive until some time in 

the new year.  This has given time 

for groups like the Sierra Club, 

Friends Committee for National 

Legislation (Quakers), Public 

Citizen—and ICPJ!—to raise 

awareness about TPP, which as 

late as September was pretty much 

flying under the radar. 

However, the bill to 

approve fast track, which is a 

separate bill (but proxy for 

TPP) will come sooner-

possibly before the holidays.  

Sources in Washington are 

saying that our advocacy work should focus on fast 

track. 

The good news is that with effort, we have a reasonable 

chance of winning this one.  Two House letters opposing 

fast track authority, with around 170 signatures total, 

surfaced in mid-November.  Three-quarters of House 

Democrats (including Rep. Dingell) signed one letter and a 

smaller number of Republicans signed another.  

ICPJ’s Climate Change and Earth Care (CCEC) has 

been working on TPP because it poses some very serious 

environmental dangers, not the least of which is increased 

fracking, linked to increased export of liquid natural gas 

(LNG)--a highly carbon-polluting process.  (See September 

newsletter article for more.)   

CCEC has co-sponsored an informational panel about 

TPP and made public TPP’s many dangers in a variety of 

venues.  We have also sent action alerts encouraging 

constituents to tell their Senators and Representatives to:   

Photo: DonkeyHotey, Creative Commons 

What You Can Do 

 You can contact your Senators and Representative 

and tell them to vote against fast tracking authority 

for TPP. 

 You can contact ICPJ and ask to receive  alerts on 

this issue when it comes to Congress 

 You can sign a petition through the Citizens Trade 

Campaign and urge Congress not to fast track the 

TPP: http://www.citizen.org/tppaction  

continued from page 1 
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Racial and Economic Justice 

(Editor’s note:  This is the final installment of  a 3-part series  

addressing the US system of mass incarceration. See the other   

articles at icpj.net ) 

By Lucia Heinold, Racial and Economic Justice Task Force 

Almost every individual sent to prison eventually 

returns to the community. 

What happens to them when they get back? Will they 

be able to find homes, jobs, and a welcoming            

community? Or will the only option they find be to    

return to the behaviors that landed them in jail in the first 

place?  

Some of you are already involved in helping former 

prisoners reenter our community. Some are involved in 

personal or congregation ministry, mentoring these    

individuals. Others advocate for “Ban the Box” policies 

to remove the infamous “felon box” from employment 

applications. 

One of the most successful efforts to reduce the   

recidivism rate (the rate at which parolees return to    

prison) has been the amazingly successful work of 

Washtenaw Prisoner Reentry (WPR).  

The prisoner reentry model program was established 

by our Michigan state legislature in 2001. Since its      

creation, recidivism has dropped by a third statewide, 

with even greater reductions in Washtenaw County. 

Michigan is now #7 in successful citizen return rate.    

Locally the program was extremely successful, due in 

large part to a highly personalized approach that included 

food, housing, medical and transportation support.  

Unfortunately, no sooner was the program established 

than Lansing began to attack it. Soon Patricia Caruso, the 

director who championed the program, was replaced by 

someone with little commitment to this model. Combined 

with the states constricted finances, and under the guise of 

efficiency, prisoner reentry is being moved back under direct 

control by the Michigan Department of Corrections. The 

long-term fear is that all reentry functions will revert back to 

parole office, which does not have the same track record for 

promoting successful reentry. 

Cutting and gutting the prisoner reentry initiative is not 

just bad for the men and women returning to our            

communities from prison, it is also financially backwards. As 

Rev. Joe Summers, Community Co-Chair of  Washtenaw 

County Prisoner ReEntry Program writes:  

 “Amazingly, since the implementation of [the Michigan 

Prisoner Reentry Initiative] seven years ago, Michigan's    

prison population has been reduced from 52,000 to 43,000 

and 13 of Michigan's 53 prisons have been closed.  Given 

that it costs $35,000 a year to incarcerate someone, this has  Citizens and counselors celebrating employment and 
other results at the 2013 Washtenaw Prisoner Reentry 
annual picnic.   

Valuable Washtenaw Prisoner Reentry Services in Jeopardy  

See Valuable page 7 

Education and Action for Reentry 
Learn More: Want to learn more about Michigan Prisoner 

Reentry? Visit www.icpj.net/2013/reeentry to download 

talking points and to read a letter to Gov. Snyder from Joe 

Summers, Community Co-Chair of the Washtenaw County 

Prisoner ReEntry Program. 

Take Action: Speak out to ask the state to: 

 Hold public hearings to determine why the MDOC is 

replacing a model for Reentry that was so successful 

with a model that has been unsuccessful in the past. 

 Restore the funding for ReEntry that has led to such 

great cost savings. 

Contact:  

 Gov. Rick Snyder, (517) 373-3400,  

http://bit.ly/1frCF3U 

 Rep. Greg McMaster, Chair of Michigan House 

Corrections Subcommittee,  (517) 373-0829, 

GregMacMaster@house.mi.gov.  
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Racial and Economic  Justice  

Mass Transit 

meant enormous savings to the state.  It is all the more  

remarkable that this huge reduction in the prison           

population has happened at the same time that recidivism 

rates are dramatically decreasing.” 

     Instead of building on this success, current state policies 

are dismantling it. The 2014 state budget calls for over a 

50% cut in funding for the reentry program. Local steering 

teams, which have been central to the programs success, 

have been stripped of effective oversight of the program. 

Unless we, the public, raise our voices in dismay at the dis-

mantling of this very effective model by mid-2014, this fine 

program will be undermined.  

prayer, charity, activism, or whatever form feels right. 

We can realize there is no such thing as a small issue-not 

if it means our brother or sister is suffering in their heart.  

When it comes to transit issues, the core value that is 

raised is the interrelations we have to one another. The 

belief that in order for a society to function we must 

work together and stay connected to our inner spirit, to 

the earth, to our families, and to our communities.  

Transit organizing brings these core values to the 

forefront of a community led movement. Partners for 

Transit (P4T) is working to understand how public 

transportation affects our neighbors, our ability to get to 

work, maintaining relationships with our family and 

friends in Washtenaw County, and our ability to go to 

and from our spiritual community. As a partner for 

transit, the Interfaith Council for Peace and Justice is 

committed to identifying where the needs are for public 

transportation in the urban core. ICPJ is committed to 

P4T’s organizing efforts because we see value in the 

empowerment of community members to assure that 

their voice is heard in the discussions of expansion and 

improvements in the Ann Arbor Area Transit Authority 

(AAATA).   

ICPJ is in solidarity with P4T because we are 

dedicated to the improvement of transit, in the belief that 

better transit means better communities. Working 

together in building a stronger urban core benefits all of 

us. For our brothers and sisters, independence is a very 

important feeling. Advocating for a more accessible bus 

service, shows that we care for our community. Knowing 

that that there is a need, a service gap in a community and 

having the ability to act is our moral obligation. If we 

choose to ignore this need, we are failing to meet our 

commitment to our faith. 

If you are looking to get connected or learn more 

please visit www.partnersfortransit.org or contact the 

Transit Campaign Organizer, Martha B. Valadez at 

Martha@ecocenter.org or (734) 761-3186 ext. 9264.   

continued from page 4 

Valuable 

continued from page 6 

fugitives from obtaining a weapon.  These are lives        

preserved and communities made safer.  Can you imagine 

the impact of even more legislation to close loopholes at 

gun shows and online sales?   

     We've found it important to also address the culture that 

promotes gun violence. We live in a state where it's legal to 

shoot someone who appears threatening to you or your 

property. We live in a country where accessing guns is   

easier and more affordable than access to mental healthcare 

and community support. What does it mean when guns are 

readily thought of as a way to solve a conflict? Our faith 

traditions call us into compassion and working for peace. 

From the prophet Isaiah in the Hebrew scriptures, we hear 

“They shall beat their swords into plowshares and their 

spears into pruning hooks.” It is with this in mind that we 

will mark the anniversary of shooting at Sandy Hook     

Elementary, and we hope you and your networks will 

join! We will convene on Saturday, December 14th at 11:45 

pm in front of the Federal Building (Post Office) on      

Liberty Street between 4th and 5th.  The Mayor of Ann 

Arbor and others will speak and at 12:14 pm we will      

remember the victims of gun violence through word and 

song. We invite you to lift your voice for all those lost to 

gun violence over the past year, and pledge to do more in 

2014.  For more information: please contact Bill             

(734-663-1870, bill@icpj.org) 

Voice 
continued from page 2 
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Bless us, dark earth as we give back 

that which we have received as we 

make a forest of  blessing, a ridge of  

blessing for the future to grow upon. 

~Chinook Psalter 
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ICPJ Member Highlight: Grace Helms Kotre 

     The end of 2013 marks the end of my sixth year on staff at ICPJ. It 

also marks my departure from that role. As I consider my leave, I know 

that it is the beloved ICPJ community I'll miss most. 

     ICPJ has become my community in more ways than I can explain. 

The people I’ve met have changed my values. The stories they’ve 

shared have opened my heart. And the work they do has been my 

inspiration. The ICPJ community and the work we've done together 

have truly nurtured my own transformation, for which I am deeply 

grateful.  

     As Margaret Mead said, a “small group of thoughtful, committed 

citizens can change the world.” The ICPJ community has that power. I look forward to many more years 

of being a part of the ICPJ community, now as a non-staff “member,” to continue changing the world 

with you. Thank you for everything.   


