
Interfaith Council for Peace & Justice 
730 Tappan, Ann Arbor, MI 48104 ~ (734) 663-1870 ~ www.icpj.net ~ info@icpj.net 

Newsletter                 November 2009 

SOA Bus  2 

Alternative Holiday 

Fair 

2 

ICPJ on Facebook 2 

Achievement Gap 3 

CROP photos 4 

Memories of the 

First CROP Walk 

5 

Allah Made Me 

Funny 

6 

Carbon Emissions 

and Halloween 

Candy 

7 

Questions about 

Hinduism 

7 

What’s inside 

Iraqis Speak Out 

Local Iraqi Refugees Share Stories of Life 
in Iraq, the U.S., and hopes for the future 
By Noor Ali 

“Do you miss it?  Do you wish to go back?”  I asked Natheer 

Talib, as the event came to a close.  “Very much,” she said, as 

tears formed in her eyes.  “I wish to go back, but I don’t see how 

I can go back, at least not in the near future…” 

On October 22, 2009, ICPJ’s NO Weapons NO War working 

group (NOW) hosted an event titled Iraqis Refugees Speak, a panel 

discussion with Natheer Talib, a recent Iraqi refugee, and Mira 

Sussman, a representative of Jewish Family Services (JFS). 

Natheer shared her struggles in Iraq, hence her immigration, 

first to Amman, Jordan, and then to the United States.  She has a 

degree in chemical engineering but the ‘heart of a social worker’, 

and therefore she hopes to continue her education in pursuit of 

an Masters of Social Work. 

Natheer illustrated to the audience the transformation of the 

place she calls home into a war zone.  Soon after the war had be-

gun, she joined a French aid organization, which is where the so-

cial worker in her blossomed.  Unfortunately, as Natheer ex-

plained to the audience, some of her 

fellow Iraqis viewed all Western or-

ganizations as enemies, which made 

Natheer a collaborator or traitor in 

their eyes. 

It was not long before she began 

to receive threatening letters and 

phone calls to her home, and she 

quickly realized that she needed to 

flee.  She did so quickly, and once she 

had left, her family began receiving the 

same threats, so they also fled and 

followed Natheer to Jordan. 

It was in Jordan that Natheer re-

mained until she heard of the oppor-

tunity to get a visa to the USA.  One 

year after applying for this visa, 

Natheer was granted approval, and 

quickly immigrated to Michigan. 
Turn to pages 4 and 5 to see photos from the 35th Annual 

CROP Hunger Walk, as well as reflections from the first 

CROP walk. (Photo: Mark Bialek for AnnArbor.com) 

35th CROP Hunger 
Walk a Great 
Success 
More than 500 
Walkers from 60 
Congregations and 
Community Groups 
Unite to Raise Over 
$40,000 to End 
Hunger 

On October 18th, ICPJ celebrated its 35th 

Anniversary year of hosting the CROP Hunger Walk. 

Your contributions of energy, time, and funds made it 

possible to unite over 500 community members from 

over 60 local congregations and organizations to walk 

as one against hunger.  

Your efforts have already raised over $40,000 to 

support local hunger-fighting agencies and international 

relief work through organizations like Church World 

Service! As CROP donations continue to flow in, we 

expect that total to continue to grow. You also donated 

400 lbs of food to serve your neighbors in need at 

Avalon Housing. Thank you for all you did to make 

this milestone year a great success! Read more on pages 

4 and 5. 

The next generation of 

CROP Walkers pose as 

they  help stop hunger.  

(Photo: Ian MacGregor) 

Continued REFUGEES on page 6  
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I support ICPJ! 
I am enclosing a check for ________ to 
support Interfaith Council for Peace and 
Justice. 

Name: _________________________ 
Address:_________________________ 
City ________ State: ___ Zip: ____ 
Phone: _________________________ 
Email _________________________ 

Make checks payable to "ICPJ" and mail to  
ICPJ, 730 Tappan, Ann Arbor, MI 48104, 
or donate online at www.icpj.net/donate 

About ICPJ 
The Interfaith Council for Peace and Justice strives to create a setting where 

people of diverse faiths and backgrounds can come together to explore issues of 
faith, peace, and justice; to respectfully address differences; and to find common 
ground for action to create a better world.  

Task forces and volunteers carry out this work, with support from staff and 
guidance from a steering committee. Currently the working program groups are: 
 � Hunger Task Force   � Climate Change & Earth Care  
 � Latin America Task Force � Racial and Economic Justice  
 � Common Ground for Peace in Israel/Palestine 
 � NOW: NO Weapons, NO War 

Anyone who supports our mission is welcome to join our work. Member-
ship dues are $25 ($10 student/low income) per voting member. Memberships 
must be paid one week prior to a membership meeting to be eligible to vote. 

Save the Date for the 26th Annual  

Alternative Holiday Fair! 
Celebrate this holiday 

season in an alternative 

way by purchasing gifts 

that give back for your 

loved ones on Sunday, December 6th from 11am to 3pm 

at First Baptist Church, 512 E. Huron, Ann Arbor. 

 The Alternative Holiday Fair features handmade 

goods made by artisans living in third-world countries 

such as unique toys, jewelry, ornaments, leather crafts, 

pottery, and more. You can even purchase farm animals, 

trees, and fish to be sent in the name of your loved ones 

to farmers in need throughout the world. Live farm 

animals will be on site - so bring the whole family.  

Participants include: SERRV, Ten Thousand 

Villages, Church World Service, Heifer Project 

International, and others. Refreshments will be available 

for donation. Co-sponsored by First Baptist Church of 

Ann Arbor and ICPJ.  

Register Now For SOA Bus 
Every November, 

thousands of human 

rights activists gather in 

Ft. Benning, Georgia for 

the largest annual Latin 

America solidarity event 

in the hemisphere. 

You could be one of 

them! 

ICPJ is organizing a 

bus to the vigil to close 

the School of the 

Americas (renamed the 

Western Hemisphere 

Institute for Security 

Cooperation in 2001), 

which has trained some 

of the worst human rights 

abusers in Latin America.  

Join ICPJ as we take 

a delegation to the annual vigil to say “No” to militarism in 

Latin America and “Yes” to human rights and justice.  

We will leave on Friday evening, November 20 and return 

before dawn on Monday, November 22. Bus tickets are $170, 

lodging starts at just $20. 

To learn more and to register online, visit:  

http://www.icpj.net/program-areas/latin-america/soaw/ or 

call 734-663-1870. 

Can’t go? You can still help make the trip a success by 

donating to the scholarship fund. Send checks marked 

“Scholarship fund” in the memo line to ICPJ, 730 Tappan, 

Ann Arbor, MI 48104.  

ICPJ is on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/icpja2 
If you’re one of the many who uses Facebook to 

keep up with friends, causes, and family, you can now 

keep in touch with ICPJ on Facebook too! 

Just go to www.facebook.com/icpja2 to become a 

fan. We post events, articles, reflections, and more on our 

Facebook page. 

And if you’re not a Facebook user, don’t worry. We 

are not abandoning the tried and true methods of the 

newsletter, phone calls, and in-person contact. 
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Racial and Economic Justice 

By Justine Sheu, ICPJ Intern 

On September 25, ICPJ’s Racial and Economic 

Justice (REJ) Task Force took the first step towards 

building a community partnership to address the 

achievement gap in Washtenaw County schools.  Several 

members of REJ met with Ann Arbor Public Schools 

(AAPS) Superintendent Dr. Todd Roberts to discuss 

ways to reduce the achievement gap and promote equal 

opportunities among students. 

What is the achievement gap? 

Students from 

disadvantaged groups face more 

barriers to academic success 

than do their more privileged 

peers, leading to disparities in 

their overall school 

performance. This is known as 

the “achievement gap”. 

In 2008, the graduation rate 

for low-income students in Ann 

Arbor remained 23 percentage 

points below the overall 

graduation rate. African-

American students, who are 

often poorer than their white 

counterparts, saw a graduation 

rate 17.6 percentage points lower than white students.  

What causes the achievement gap? 

Naomi Norman, director of assessment, planning 

and research for the Washtenaw Intermediate School 

District, notes that the achievement gap is symptomatic 

of “a structural issue in our education system” rather 

than a problem with “individual teachers, schools, or 

children.” Low-income students often lack access to the 

same supportive financial, academic, or parental 

resources as higher-income students, disadvantaging 

them substantially when such factors are major 

determinants of academic success.   

There are many ways that poor students miss 

opportunities for educational and social enrichment. 

Often they can’t join their classmates on field trips. They 

may not have resources for extra-credit projects.  They 

may feel excluded because they can’t afford the class t-shirt.  

There are other barriers besides money for field trips, as 

Joan Doughty’s article in the September ICPJ newsletter 

pointed out. She gave the example of Ann Arbor Public 

Schools’ elementary school math curricula. Its assignments 

are designed to require adult assistance for completion, but 

what about students whose parents work second shift-time or 

lack the education to assist with demanding assignments? 

They face not only the inability to complete homework 

assignments, but also insufficient home 

reiteration of school lessons. This can affect not 

only their grades but also self-esteem and social 

development.    

Responding to the Achievement Gap 

At the meeting, Superintendent Roberts 

discussed Ann Arbor Public Schools’ initiatives 

already in place to address racial and economic 

adversity in schools. These include a district 

program in equity and cultural competency for 

teachers led by Glenn Singleton, author of 

Courageous Conversations about Race, from the 

Pacific Educational Group.  Dr. Roberts also 

presented information that shows diminishing 

but persistent achievement disparities in the Ann 

Arbor school district over the past decade in 

standardized test scores and graduation rates.   

These are strong efforts to address the achievement gap. 

They complement the efforts of community organizations 

such as Community Action Network and Peace 

Neighborhood Center, as well as with ICPJ’s work for 

awareness raising and community building on the 

achievement gap 

A weakness of these various efforts is that they are not 

coordinated. Dr. Roberts and REJ members concluded that 

community efforts would be most effective with more open 

and regular communication among groups.   

In November, ICPJ will work with Dr. Roberts to hold a 

forum with the AAPS and community organizations to 

discuss how to build a focused community response to 

achievement disparities. We will keep you informed on how 

you can continue to support this effort to ensure every child 

has equal access to educational opportunity and success! 

Partnering to Fight Educational Inequality 

ICPJ Discusses Achievement Gap with Ann Arbor Schools Superintendent 

All students deserve a fair chance to 

succeed in school and life. With your help, 

ICPJ is helping bring together schools and 

community groups to overcome the 

achievement gap.  
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CROP Walk & Hunger 

Over 500 walkers filled the streets of Ann Arbor on a beautiful fall day in 

the 35th annual CROP Hunger Walk. (Photo: Michael Sefton). 

Thank you to the walkers, volunteers, and supporters who have helped the Ann Arbor CROP Walk stop hunger for 35 years!

The youth team from St. Clare’s Episcopal Church gear 

up for the walk .  (Photo: Michael Sefton) 

ICPJ Board Members La’Ron Williams, Vicki Wellman, Majida Rashid, 

and Ruth Kraut. (Photo: Ian MacGregor) 

Ron and Anna Marie Austin of Ann Arbor pause for a 

picture during their 3k walk. Anna Marie, who has done 

the walk 32 times, said "hopefully it makes us aware of 

how privileged we are." (Photo: Mark Bialek for 

AnnArbor.com)  

Rudolph Steiner High School drum group 

kick off the event with steel drum music. 

(Photo: Mark Bialek for AnnArbor.com)  

Students from Ann Arbor Seventh Day Adventist Church, Ann Arbor designed an 

inspirational banner display about “Why We Walk”  (Photo: Ian MacGregor) 
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Memories of the First CROP Walk 
By Angela and Charles Williams, ICPJ members and CROP walkers 

It was winter of 1975, a few months after the first CROP Walk in 

Ann Arbor. Four boys – our sons, Stephen and Patrick, and their 

friends Ian and Colin Gray – were eating lunch at the kitchen table, 

talking and paying no attention to the local news which was on in the 

background. Suddenly, everyone stopped chewing and fell silent as we 

heard this announcement (as nearly as I can remember it):  

“The Interfaith Council for Peace and Justice has announced that 

the sponsored walk that took place in Ann Arbor last October to fight 

hunger, both locally and overseas, raised $13,000…” 

I will never forget the look of quiet joy and pride on each boy’s 

face. They had participated in the walk, working hard to get sponsors, 

and my memory is that three of them had completed six miles before 

quitting, and Ian did the full ten (Yes: in the early days, it was 10 miles, 

not 10 K!). 

That sum of money raised sounded colossal to this group of seven 

through ten year olds. For the most part, these young people continued 

to find sponsors and walk each year that they remained in Ann Arbor.  

All of us, especially young people, feel overwhelmed by how little 

we can do, individually, to tackle world problems such as hunger. 

Participating wholeheartedly in the CROP Walk – whether by 

sponsoring others or walking ourselves – is one way for people of all 

ages to become empowered and to make a real difference.  

ICPJ’s first CROP Hunger Walks also raised funds 

for reconciliation and rebuilding in Viet Nam 

following the war. Today the CROP Hunger Walk 

remains a way to show that “Peace begins when the 

hungry are fed.” 

From the Archives 

Thank you to the walkers, volunteers, and supporters who have helped the Ann Arbor CROP Walk stop hunger for 35 years! 

Representatives of local agencies tell walkers how their efforts help 

stop hunger in Washtenaw County. One quarter of CROP funds stay 

in the community to support local efforts to end hunger.  (Photo: 

Michael Sefton) 

CROP brings all ages together to help end hunger. Here 

Allison Kohlz and Madeline Timmer, 9, do some face 

painting to get ready for the walk. (Photo: Chris Grapentine) 
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Mira spoke of countless other Iraqi refugees.  She told us 

about Gharib, an Iraqi Kurd, who was asked to join the panel, 

however, he was lucky to find a job a week prior and needed 

to work the evening of the event.  “Why lucky?” you may ask. 

The audience found out from our two panelists that jobs are 

very difficult to come by for refugees, no matter what their 

previous experience or education level may be.  Thus, when 

Gharib found a job, he wasn’t going to take any risks losing it. 

She also spoke of Tay-

seer, a husband and father of 

one.  He had worked as a 

translator in places like Abu 

Ghraib and with the Na-

tional Transition Team.  

When asked if he had ever 

gotten any death threats, he 

merely laughed, and said 

“Too many to count!” 

Mira also explained why Jewish Family Services is reset-

tling Iraqi Muslim and Chaldean refugees. JFS is the only or-

ganization in Washtenaw County that serves refugees, and 

their program is open to refugees of all faiths and back-

grounds.  The fact that JFS opens it doors to so many different 

ethnicities and faith traditions is admirable.  Its warm atmos-

phere has become a familiar and comfortable place for so 

many individuals and families that have traveled far from 

home. 

What is next for Natheer and other refugees? “Many of 

my friends that still live in Iraq explain to me that they have 

gotten used to the situation.  I don’t know how I could get 

used to living like that.  I have seen much hardship in my life,” 

Natheer explained.  “I just want to live.” 

Refugees Continued from page 1 

How you can help Iraqi Refugees in Washtenaw County 
Iraqi Refugees in the United States have need both for immediate support and for policy changes to ensure fair treat-

ment. Here’s how you can help: 

Job Leads: Many Iraqi refugees come to the United States with strong English skills and professional qualifications, yet 

the often find difficulty finding employment.  Contact Mira Sussman at Jewish Family Services at (734) 769-0209 if you can 

have any suggestions.  

Dental Work: Jewish Family Services, the agency supporting Iraqi refugees as they resettle to Washtenaw County, has 

observed that many of their clients are in need of serious dental work that is not covered by the benefits available to them. 

Contact Mira Sussman at Jewish Family Services at (734) 769-0209 if you know of a dentist who may be willing to help. 

Equal benefits: Iraqis who assisted the American and Coalition forces and who came to the United States with Special 

Immigrant Visas (SIVs) are not eligible for the same cash assistance benefits as are other refugees. Call Congress at (202)224-

3121 and ask them support provisions in HR 3326 that would ensure that recipients of Special Immigrant Visas (SIVs) are 

eligible for the same ongoing public benefits received by other refugees. 

Muslim Movie Series:  
Allah Made Me Funny 

Overcoming 

stereotypes and 

building peace can 

be fun and funny. 

That’s why on 

Wednesday, No-

vember 11th, 2009, 

at 7:30pm, we will 

be hosting a show-

ing of the docu-

mentary film, Allah 

Made Me Funny. 

“This land-

mark concert film 

follows three ac-

claimed Muslim 

comedians on stage 

and off as they lift 

the veil to reveal 

the humorous truth 

of what it's really 

like to be Muslim 

in America. Mo Amer, Azhar Usman, and Preacher 

Moss poke fun at themselves, their communities, gov-

ernment, human nature and the tricky predicament of 

living in post-9/11 America,” (from the film’s website, 

www.20000dialogues.org). 

Please join us for an evening of laughter at Temple 

Beth Emeth/St. Clare’s Episcopal Church (2309 Pack-

ard, Ann Arbor).  Light refreshments will be served. A 

brief discussion will follow the film.   

Addressing stereotypes is important 

work, but does it always have to be 

serious? Join us for a screening of Allah 

Made Me Funny to laugh with three 

Muslim comedians as they use comedy 

to address community issues. 

“I wish to go back 

[home to Iraq], but I 

don’t see how I can 

go back, at least not 

in the near future…” 

-Natheer Talib 
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Climate Change & Earth Care Frequently Asked 
Questions About Hinduism 
By Renu Malhotra 

1. What is the Hindu concept of God? Do Hindus 

worship many gods? 

According to Vedanta, God is both the efficient and 

the material cause of creation. God is not separate from 

the creation itself. Absolutely everything is part of God. 

Polytheism ascribed to Hindu Dharma is incorrect. 

All forms and names belong to the one Almighty, who 

can be invoked by a devotee in the form of his choice.  

2. What do Hindus believe about reincarnation? 

Hindu Dharma envisions life to be cyclical like the 

rest of nature; an individual born and living today has 

had many previous lives and most likely will have many 

more.  

The final goal of Hindus is not Heaven or Hell, it is 

Moksha, the liberation from the notion of limitedness 

and the cycle of repeated birth and death.  Moksha can 

only be achieved in a human life using our free will. 

3. I’ve heard people talk about “Karma.” What is 

that? 

Karma is action, which produces results because of 

Human free will to perform actions. To be truly free, 

there is equal opportunity to misuse this God-given 

freedom.  

Hindus believe that these actions have reactions, 

and the Law of Karma maintains the proper balance by 

bringing the appropriate result of actions to individuals. 

Understanding this makes one socially responsible. In 

the realm of the Law of Karma there is perfect justice. 

4. What is the Hindu attitude towards other 

religions? 

All religious traditions are accepted as correct and 

are seen as different paths to the same goal. Eventually, 

all will find the same “Truth,” as the absolute truth 

cannot be different for different people or at different 

times. 

The idea of conversion by either force or persuasion 

does not fit in with this worldview.  

Renu Malhotra is founder of Seed the World, a nonprofit 

foundation founded on the belief that individuals can make a 

difference in the global village by helping others help themselves to 

obtain essentials such as food, shelter and education. Details at 

www.seedtheworld.org  

Carbon Emissions and 
Halloween Candy 

A Fall-Inspired Report on the Cool 
Congregations Training 
By Chuck Warpehoski 

Our global warming pollution can be a bit like Halloween 

Candy. I know it’s easy to keep snacking on that candy and not 

think I’ve eaten too much. When I start adding up all the 

calories and grams of fat, though, then I know to cut back. 

It’s the same with global warming pollution. It can be hard 

to know just how much carbon we’re emitting now and how 

much we’d help the environment by carpooling more or 

caulking our windows.  

In September, ICPJ used this same idea as we trained 

thirty-six people from eighteen congregations and community 

groups how to run a “Cool Congregations” program.  

The Cool Congregations program trains people on how 

they can measure the “Carbon Footprints,” how much CO2 

people in their congregation produce, just like adding up all 

that Halloween candy, and then identify ways to cut back.  

When I do cut back on my Halloween candy, it’s because I 

find something I care about more than that extra Laffy 

Taffy—being able to be healthy and active with my family. 

There’s a higher value I connect to. 

That’s why the Cool Congregations training also taught 

participants how to connect care for the earth with the 

religious and moral values of their communities. That way 

participants can help members of their congregations connect 

to a higher value to motivate them to reduce global warming 

pollution. 

I have a sweet tooth, so it isn’t easy for me to resist the 

temptation of an extra mini packet of M&Ms. I need strategies 

to help me. And with stopping global warming, people need 

strategies too. That’s why participants left with handouts like, 

“Twenty-five ways less than $25 to reduce your carbon 

footprint.” 

I don’t think I could have the willpower to resist the pull 

of Kit-Kats without help. Thankfully, my wife helps remind 

me to stay healthy. Thanks to the support of people like you, 

ICPJ can be there to follow up with the people who received 

the training and help move forward with Cool Congregations 

programs in their communities.  
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To refuse to participate in 
the shaping of  our future is to 
give it up … Each of  us must 
find our work and do it. 
Militancy no longer means 
guns at high noon, if  it ever 
did. It means actively working 
for change, sometimes in the 
absence of  any surety that 
change is coming. 

- Audre Lorde 
from her book Sister Outsider 
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I'm a member of  ICPJ because they do such important work in 
our community to bring us all together across faith lines.   

I welcome these opportunities to blend efforts and share 
support about important issues.  Not any one of  us, nor any one 
congregation, can tackle the work of  bringing about peace and 
justice.  

 I find strength from others to keep me going.  I believe that 
together we can bring about the kingdom of  God on earth.   

ICPJ provides frequent, high-quality and well thought out 
educational meetings and opportunities to take action that bring 
positive results.  Everyone is welcome.   

We need each other, and the world needs us!   
Thank you, ICPJ, 
Merilynne 
 

Share your “Why I’m a member” stories with us! Email them to gracek@icpj.net or mail them to 
ICPJ, 730 Tappan, Ann Arbor, MI. 

Why I’m a Member 
Merilynne Rush, St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 


